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organisation of the Superior Council of Magistracy) —
October 2018 — and the proposed changes of the
President Frans Timmermans said in the Europe
changes put at serious risk the independence and’e
fight against corruption.

The changes undertaken since 2017 that affect t ule of Law were clearly described
in the March 2018 report of GRECO and in the Venic mission’s opinions of October 20™,
2018 (927/2018 and 930/2018), and We i the European Commission’s report of
the Cooperation and Verification M

with investigating corruption); t es limitjhg freedom of speech of magistrates, especially
towards the other powers g

y denounced, including in a letter addressed to the
report —the influence of the secret services, achieved

the responsible attitude of UNJR (MEDEL's Romanian member
assocmiiop) — keeping the dialogue with the government in order to try to limit the negative
the changes undertaken — hasn’t moved the Romanian government, that reveals a
rrying trend of not respecting the basic international standards of the independence of
diciary.

effects
very

The information provided recently by the chief prosecutor of the newly formed Section for
Investigating Infractions within the Judiciary —according to which, out of the pending criminal
cases concerning magistrates, several of them were opened ex officio by the National
Anticorruption Directorate against judges for their civil or criminal rulings —raises serious
concerns not if, but on how severely the independence of judges in Romania was affected by
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the effective fight against corruption.

The independence of the Judiciary is one of the basic pillars of the
it must be made in a clear, transparent and widely gfscuSsed ma and not through
emergency ordinances.

In view of the above, MEDEL — MAGISTRATS EUROP POUR JA DEMOCRATIE ET LES
LIBERTES CALLS ON THE ROMANIAN GOVERNMENY :

- TO ADOPT A TRANSPARENT AND RESPONS ATTITUDE IN WHAT REGARDS ANY
CHANGES TO THE LAWS CONCER THE JU RY, CEASING THE ISSUING OF
EMERGENCY ORDINANCES AND PR TING YA WIDESPREAD DEBATE AND
DISCUSSION, INVOLVING ALL THE RELEVANT EHOLDERS OF THE CIVIL SOCIETY;

- TO ENSURE THAT THE SUPER OF MAGISTRACY HAS THE TIME TO
CONSULT WITH THE PROF ONAL JUDGES AND PROSECUTORS IN ORDER
TO ISSUE ADVISORY OPIRIONS ON ANY PROPOSED CHANGES;

- TO FULLY RESPECT TH NDENICE OF THE JUDICIARY (ESPECIALLY IN WHAT
REGARDS TO THE INDEP DGES TO DECIDE FREELY AND SHIELDED FROM

ANY PRESSURES neg FR HIN OR OUTSIDE THE SYSTEM), TAKING INTO
ACCOUNT THE ONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE INTERNATIONAL
INSTITUTIONS, THE EJROPEAN COMMISSION.
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